
The calling card of German sport in the world: The

World Games 2005 in Duisburg and its partner cities

Oberhausen, Bottrop, Mülheim an der Ruhr.

This year, Germany has got the chance to present

itself to the world - as an organizer of perfectly plan-

ned games. Germany shows it from July 14th to July

24th 2005 – as the host of The World

Games 2005.

40 sports, 177 decisions, 3500 athletes from 100

nations, 27 venues and 500.000 spectators expec-

ted - The World Games of the non-Olympic disciplines

are the biggest multi-sport event in 2005.

The fascinating World Games 2005 offer more than

just the fight for gold in Dance Sport, Karate, Sumo,

Rugby or Sport Acrobatics. In Duisburg and the Rhi-

ne-Ruhr area fans will experience more than the

competition of the world’s best athletes. The cul-

tural programme including the renowned Duis-

burg Accents and the Dreamtime festival will

attract thousands of visitors concurrently with

The World Games. 

The World Games Plaza in front of the new MSV-Are-

na, amidst the sports park Wedau, will be opening up

for the encounters of sport and culture,  providing

the perfect setting for athletes, officials and hosts

to celebrate unity and friendship. T
h

e
 W

o
rl

d
 G

a
m

e
s
 2

0
0

5

G
e
rm

a
n

y 
c
a

n
 d

o
 i
t 

- 
D

u
is

b
u

r
g

 s
h

o
w

s
 i

t!
Patron:

Federal Chancellor

Gerhard Schröder

Patronage:

International

Olympic Committee (IOC) 

Administrative body:

International World Games

Association (IWGA)

Organizer:

World Games 2005

GmbH (The City of Duis-

burg as the main partner

as well as the Cities of

Bottrop, Oberhausen, 

Mülheim an der Ruhr

and Regionalverband Ruhr

(former KVR) as partners)

Managing Director:

Gerd Bildau 

Budget:

14,838 Million Euros



Artistic, precise, gladiatorial and forceful - the World

Games 2005 disciplines combine a lot of attribu-

tes. Whether the athletes be heavy as a Sumo-

wrestler, water-proofed as a canoe polo player or

vibrant as an Aerobics dancer - each of the more

than 3000 participants can teach us a lesson in self

assurance, motivation, discipline and courageous-

ness his own way. They all enjoy competing and mat-

ching with the world’s top athletes. 

While athletes all around the globe are practising

hard for their participation in the World Games

2005, it is the organizing committee behind the sce-

nes that is intensely preparing the Games in the four

partner cities. 

Well-known companies such as Deutsche

Städte Medien / Stroer, Haniel, König-

Brauerei, Mercedes Benz – Rhine-Ruhr

branch, Sinalco / Rheinfels Quelle and

Sparkasse Duisburg are getting invol-

ved with The World Games 2005. 

Federal Chancellor Gerhard Schrö-

der is patron of The World Games

2005. The Federal Government is sup-

porting the project as well as muni-

cipal and national politics and sport

federations. 

Join The World Games 2005 -

as a spectator or a competitor

during the contests, a guest at

one of the parties at the World

Games Plaza ore even closer to

the events as a volunteer. Disco-

ver the fascination of sport!

Family-friendly and accessible - that is what The

World Games 2005 are! And the Olympic motto

applies: The most important thing in the Olympic

Games is not to win but to take part, just as the

most important thing in life is not the triumph but

the struggle. The essential thing is not to have con-

quered but to have fought well! 
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DSB President Manfred von Richthofen paid a visit

to the World Games 2005 venues in October. Joined

by Gerd Bildau (World Games 2005 GmbH Managing

Director) and Walter

Hellmich (President of

MSV Duisburg) he vie-

wed the MSV-Arena in

Duisburg, scene of the

opening ceremony.

American Football and

Rugby competitions will be carried out here, too. At

the end of his two day call, von Richthofen appeared

quite impressed by the state of preparations. He is

convinced that “The World Games 2005 are the non-

Olympic sport’s opportunity to present themselves in

a superb way.” 

IWGA President Ron Froehlich is expecting “the best

World Games ever”.  Froehlich was able to catch up

on the state of preparations during a visit in October

2004. He was particularly impressed by the presen-

tation of the World Games-colours. 

Over the past weeks

testimonials by promi-

nent area residents

have been published

regularly. Dieter Kür-

ten, sports journalist,

is one of German tele-

vision’s most recognizable faces. After a recent appe-

arance in his native town, Kürten made himself avai-

lable for a photo shoot at the Marientor Theater, the

venue for rhythmic gymnastics during 2005 Duis-

burg. Together with Juliane Weigel – a member of

the German National Team who has qualified to repre-

sent her country in next year’s premier rhythmic gym-

nastics contest – he

expressed much anti-

cipatory joy – and all

the confidence in the

world: “I look forward to

The World Games

because I know that

Duisburg will stage this

big event in internatio-

nal sports with charm

and elegance.”

About four weeks after its re-launch, the www.world-

games2005.de website was very well received natio-

nally, but also throughout the world. In October, the

number of visitors had doubled to 50.000. The home-

page had been hit

about 2,5 million

times by Septem-

ber 30th. 

In November, the

website was even

more successful. 

3000 volunteers

are needed – The

World Games

2005 are looking

for them by means

of posters and

internet adverti-

sing. Safe drivers, computer freaks or people with a

command of one or more foreign languages - The

World Games 2005 are still in demand of people who

fancy being a part of the event. 

Even Duisburg’s

Mayor Adolf Sauer-

land shows his

colours to the World

Games 2005. He

has pasted up his

official car with the

stickers advertising

for next year’s non-

Olympic games.

More than 50 local VIPs have

been designated World

Games 2005 ambassa-

dors. WDR Sport

Director Heribert Faß-

bender, cycling legend

Rudi Altig, MSV-legend

Bernard Dietz or Birgit

Fischer, the most successful

canoeist ever – they all

make their contribution to

promoting The World

Games 2005. 
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World Games

2005 GmbH

Media Department

Zu den Rehwiesen 5

47055 Duisburg

Tel. 0203 - 3482-1342

Website:

www.worldgames2005.de 

email:

presse@worldgames2005.de
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